IO2                THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
deadly effect of the British fire.1 Subsequently to their arrival in America the troops were carefully instructed to shoot, not only at a target, but in skirmishing order among the ravines and thickets. The next five years tested and ascertained the warlike capabilities of our race. For the colonists, after one twelvemonth of disorder and of very frequent defeat, were drilled and organised up to such a point that they ever afterwards met the regulars on an equality in the open field; while the British, from the very first, plunged vigorously into a course of forest warfare against a community of hunters and backwoodsmen. Our people, wherever and whenever they met the enemy, often secured, and always were bent on obtaining, victory; and they never acquiesced in a repulse, or even in a drawn battle, until their list of killed and wounded bore impressive testimony to the efforts which they had made to avert discomfiture.
Howe's army, if the different sections could have been united at the beginning of the campaign, would have amounted to about thirty-five thousand men. "This force," (so wrote a contemporary historian of high merit,) " was truly formidable, and such as no part of the New World had ever seen before. Nor was it, perhaps, exceeded by any army in Europe of an equal number, whether considered with respect to the excellency of the troops, the abundant military stores and warlike materials, or the goodness and number of artillery of all sorts with which it was provided. It was, besides, supported by a very numerous fleet, particularly well adapted to the nature of the service."2 Both fleet and army were due to the recent exertions of the King, rather than to
1  A similar cause largely contributed to the early victories gained by the French in the wars of their Revolution.    In the first armies of the Republic the sldrmish-lines swarmed with gamekeepers whom the abolition of feudalism had deprived of their employment, and with poachers whomever since the fall of the Bastille emboldened them to work by daylight,) had killed down all the game, and whose occupation was gone.
2 The Annual Register for   1776;   chapter  v.   of the "History  of Europe."